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Members in attendance: 

Margaret Bomberg   
Debbie Cobb   
Patti Conlin   
Brenda Crotts   
Gerald Davis   

Susan Davis   
Ann Elliott   
Diane Friedman   
Fe Howard   
Don Kidd   

Rupert McDowell   
Marian Milling   
Joan Ohlmstead   
Mary Wahl    

 

 

Guests:   

Mel Lightbody (mlightbody@buttecounty.net),  
Dr. Mike O'Neill (guest speaker),  
Jen Rold (jen.rold@gmail.com),  
Jean Andrews (Andrews.jeanlouise@gmail.com),  
Kelsey McGee (mcgeek@pacbell.net),  
Maureen  Jeffers (mjeffers@buttecounty.net) 

Meeting Called to order 

Rupert called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

Approval of minutes 

January Minutes approved (m/s/c SDavis/DCobb). 

Treasurer’s report 

The January 31, 2014, Treasurer’s report approved (m/s/c Friedman/Bomberg), Attachment 1. 

Rebeccas sent a $500 donation.  We received $300 in puzzle sales. 

Librarian’s report 

Mel Lightbody spoke regarding digitization and a new Reader/Printer (microfilm).  
See Preservation Needs Assessment, Attachment 2, and Mel’s interoffice memorandum, 
Attachment 3. 

Oroville’s FOL, among others, donated money for a reader/printer ScanPro 3000, and it 
will be installed in ORO soon.  Chico's Microfilm reader/printer is in bad shape.  Mel’s 
Proposal:  CFOL buys a ScanPro 3000 and the county will maintain it.  No motion was 
made, and we have some time to discuss it. 
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Brenda Crotts:  30K people through the door last month, 3,500 internet user sessions, 
386 new cards, 600 people through the door one busy Sunday.  Approx. 40% of 
checkouts are done on the self-checkout stations.  March begins movies at the library.   

Disk cleaning machine is dead.  We approved $560  + tax  (m/s/c Bomberg/Cobb) to 
replace it.  

Existing sound system in the meeting room (for visiting speakers) suffers from a 
feedback problem.  Debra proposed a new, portable sound system that can be used in the 
library as well as in the meeting room.  Upcoming event which will benefit from new 
sound system: Poetry Workshop, coming soon.  Other programs are planned and possible 
because of the new system.  We approved purchase of Desktop Lectern Speaker 
System (portable), $540+tax (m/s/c Cobb/Bomberg). 

Brenda distributed a memo regarding a Library Improvement Project, Attachment 4, 
which would cost roughly $20,000.  This project was prompted by Gerald Davis’ memo 
about what to do with our capital building fund, Attachment 5. 

Oliver Allen requests $500 to register the Little Free Libraries national registry 
(http://littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap/), plus some supplies (e.g., shingles, etc.).  Note: this 
was already approved.  See January minutes. 

Book Sale report, no new news. 

Library Advisory Board: 

Patty Conlin talked about a Community Partners subcommittee of the LAB.  She is collecting 
volunteer data as well as financial information to be used in grant applications. 

 

Ongoing and New Business 

Gerald Davis introduced Guest Speaker Mike O'Neill, with a background in education.  
O’Neill talked about a business approach to libraries - products and services, impulse 
buys to well-researched items.  Libraries fall someplace between impulse and well 
researched, with convenience being important (e.g, within 2 miles of home).  The nature 
of library patronage will change dramatically in the next 25 years (online resources 
becoming prominent).  It's paramount that technology be updated, so concentrate on 
using our building fund on IT instead of another or a bigger branch.  In fact with growth, 
we may have to redo whatever we do again in 25 years! 

http://littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap/
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Mel spoke about a Joint Friends of the Library opportunity.   Grant writing training in Chico is 
an intense, week long session.   Suzie Serano and Carry Gross are signed up to go, and one slot 
open for Friends.  Is CFOL interested in sending somebody to spend an intense week and then 
train the other FOL groups.  April, 2014.  Mel will forward info to Diane. 

 
The annual Volunteer  Potluck is Thursday, 2/20/14, 11:30am. 
 
Assemblyman Logue's assistant will be touring the Chico Branch at 2pm, 2/20/14.  Attend if 
you like, and be ready to tell any personal story you have about the value of the library. 
  
Don Kidd made a nice improvement to the standing display case.  He added a cork board so 
people could attach items to the back of the case. 
 
Annual meeting: May 20.  We need speakers.  Suggestions:  1) Nancy Leek and John 
Rudderow, authors of The Miner Poet: Poems of Pres Longley; 2) Nancy Wiegman, NPR 
broadcaster and author has walked Spain's fabled Camino de Santiago pilgrimage route; 3) Erin 
Lindsay McCabe, author of I Shall Be Near You: A Novel, has info about civil war soldiers who 
were women disguised as men; 4) Steve Callan, Northern California game warden; 5) Larry 
Matthews, author of Images of America: The Building of the Oroville Dam. 
 
Priority for invitations: 
1) McCabe 
2) Callan 
3) Matthews 
... Rupert will do the inviting. 
 
The CARD spring ad:  Do we want to put an ad in about the library’s summer reading program?  
They need to hear from us ASAP.  Motion: Pay for ad if staff feels it's worthwhile (m/s/c 
Elliott/Bomberg). 
 
Motion approved to donate a Bag of books for North State Symphony Gala’s silent auction 
(m/s/c GDavis/FHoward). 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:49pm. 
 
Next meeting: March 18, 2014, third Tuesday of the month. 
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Note:  Blueprints available.  See Brenda Crotts.
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